Dakota State University
College of Education   
If You Find a Rock- Lesson 2
Name: Darcie Malcom
Grade Level: 3rd 
School: St. Thomas Elementary
Date: 11-01-10 
Time: 1:00 pm
Reflection from prior lesson: N/A
Lesson Goal(s) / Standards:  3.A.E.1.1. Students are able to identify physical properties of rocks.
 

Lesson Objectives: 
· After the lesson, students will be able to describe at least two physical characteristics of the type of rock given to them. 
·  During the lesson, students will be able to participate with their partner and get at least three different characteristics down on a piece of paper. 
· I can tell my teacher two distinct features about my rock I am studying 

Materials Needed: 1 book: Rocks: Hard, Soft, Smooth, and Rough; 11 pieces of paper, 11 pencils, 11 hand lenses, and 5 different rocks: Obsidian, granite, sandstone, limestone, and marble. 
Contextual Factors/ Learner Characteristics:

A.  The Lesson 
 

· Introduction 

· Introduce myself again so the students remember my name. Then we will have a short review of what we did and learned the last time we met. 
· I will review to the students what we will be doing in class today and if there are any questions they will be answered before we begin.
 

· Content Delivery 
· Students will then be grouped into a group of two or three. Groups will be picked by popsicle sticks. 
· Each group will get a hand lens and one of the 5 different rocks that is listed under materials. Each student will observe their rock. 
· The students then will take a sheet of paper and write down characteristics of the rock such as: shape, size, color, texture, and any other ideas they feel is important to know. 
· Each group will then come up in front of the class and tell some characteristics about their rock. While doing this the other students may take notes. 
· After each group of students has shared some characteristics of each rock a small review will be given to the whole class. This will be a short PowerPoint that describes each rock. Then the students will have to write down which rock they feel is being described.
    

· Closure (include time allotment)  
· After students have finished which rock they feel is being describe we will go over the correct answers. 
· Last each student will be given a short quiz on their individual rock and need to explain some of the characteristics of the rock they observed.
B. Assessments Used
· Each student will be given a short quiz of what type of rock they have and what is some of it characteristics. 
 

C. Differentiated Instruction: N/A 
D.  Resources:
The book “Rocks: Hard, soft, Smooth, and Rough” by Natalie Rosinsky
 Lesson resource- “More Picture-Perfect Science Lesson” by Karen Ansberry and Emily Morgan

Smart board activity









Name:________________
Name that Rock

The following questions will only need to be answered for whatever type of rock you observed and discussed in your group. If you have any questions please just raise your hand. 

1. Please name what type of rock you observed in your group? _________________

2. Which of the following type of rock was the rock you observed? 


a. Igneous
 

b. Sedimentary



c. Metamorphic

3. What colors were in your rock?_________________

4. How would you explain what your rock felt like? ______________________

5. Please name one way your rock is used in the world. __________________________

